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Hong Kong Trade Development Council 

Tokyo, 17 October 2018 – Long recognised as one of the world’s leading international business hubs, with a 

strong reputation in the finance, logistics and professional services sectors, Hong Kong is now taking big steps 

forward in its quest to develop a more diversified economy through a focus on the technology and creative 

industries. Thematic sessions at the “Think Global, Think Hong Kong” promotion event, organised by Hong 

Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) in Tokyo, Japan, on 1 Nov, will spotlight Hong Kong’s latest 

developments in these areas and look at how Japanese companies can collaborate with their Hong Kong 

counterparts. 

 

Opening the Door to State-of-the-art Technologies 

Technology is the key to global economic growth and in recent years Hong Kong has been investing heavily in 

fostering technology companies and nurturing talent, with the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 

development plan looking set to create even more favourable conditions for the city’s innovation and technology 

sectors. Already spearheading scientific and technological development in Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Cyberport 

Management Company (Cyberport) and Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation (HKSTP) 

are joining the HKTDC to organise three thematic sessions on different technology topics as part of “Think Global, 

Think Hong Kong”. 

 

The thematic session co-organised by Cyberport and the HKTDC is entitled “Empowering Asia with Smart Finance 

and Smart Living”. In the first part of this session, three fintech experts − Marty Jetton, co-founder of Ultifin 

Limited; Victor Lang, Chief Operating Officer of Gini; and Kenneth Yap, Chief Business Officer of Heycoins − will 

examine innovations in smart wealth management, smart personal finance and smart coins, respectively. The 

second part of the session will focus on smart living. Viola Lam, founder and Chief Executive Officer of Find 

Solution.AI will share how to provide an adaptive and personalised learning experience using artificial intelligence 

(AI) technologies. Gordon Tam, founder and Chief Executive Officer of Farm66, will introduce innovative 

technologies for producing safe and healthy crops that can sustain populations while protecting our environment 

for future generations. And Kevin Wong, co-founder and Chief Executive Officer of Origami, will provide insights 

into the Internet of Things (IoT) and smart communications. 

 

HKSTP is joining the HKTDC to co-organise two thematic sessions. Hong Kong, along with Tokyo and other major 

metropolises, is now beginning the transformation into a smart city. A session entitled “Smart City ABCD” will 

cover four key technology topics − AI, blockchain, cloud and data − that are crucial in developing a smart city. 

Ambassador George Hara, Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister of Japan, Chairman of the 

Alliance Forum Foundation (AFF), will share insights on how to turn a smart city into a great city as Japan rolls out 

Society 5.0, its societal transformation plan. Shihong Lao, Vice President of the SenseTime Group, Limited, Chief 

Executive Officer, SenseTime Japan, a AI unicorn company focused on computer vision and deep learning, will 

examine how to empower industries such as autonomous driving, smart retailing and smartphones using AI 

technologies. Victor Lam, Chief Information Officer of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government, 

will explain the Smart City Blueprint for Hong Kong, while Takahiko Nakae, Managing Director of Hitachi East 

Asia Ltd, share what opportunities are present in the innovation and technology sector of Hong Kong. The session 

will also see panelists from various technology companies share insights on how to make emerging technologies 

applicable to a modern society. 

 

As regions that already rank among the world’s highest in terms of life expectancy, both Japan and Hong Kong are 

looking to make use of smart technologies to promote healthy and active ageing. In the session entitled “Inno 

Living, Happy Ageing: Healthy Ageing Technology Trends in Hong Kong”, speakers including Lam Ching-choi, 

Chairman of the Elderly Commission of Hong Kong, Keiji Fujimoto, Group Strategic Director of the Shun Hing 

Group, Shihui Yu, Senior Vice President and Chief Scientific Officer of Guangzhou Kingmed Diagnostics Group, 

and Tsougenis Efstratios, Overseas Technical & Business Director of Imsight Medical Technology, will examine 

the diagnosis and treatment of colorectal cancer and other ageing-related cancers, the application of AI in medical 

imaging diagnostics, and the transfer of technologies from Japan to Hong Kong. 

 Innovative Technologies and Creative Ideas Explored  
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Better Living by Design 

Hong Kong attracts top-tier talents from around the world. The city is not only full of business opportunities but also 

provides a vibrant place in which to live – and design plays a vital role in enhancing the city’s liveability. With 

Create Hong Kong as the major sponsor, the thematic session entitled “Design and Liveability”, jointly organised 

by the HKTDC and the Hong Kong Design Centre, will feature renowned designers including fashion designer 

Kay Kwok, Stanley Wong of 84000 Communications, Eisuke Tachikawa of NOSIGER, Joey Ho of PAL Design 

Group and Eric Yim, Chairman of Hong Kong Design Centre. They will examine how design can improve a city 

and how individuals, businesses, organisations and governments can work to co-shape a better and healthier 

future. 

 

More Innovative Ideas from Hong Kong Start-ups 

Hong Kong has become a hotbed for start-ups thanks to the city’s deep pool of technology talent, ease of doing 

business, diversified sources of funding and government support. “Think Global, Think Hong Kong” will introduce 

the InnoVenture Salon, a mini-exhibition gathering about 20 high-potential start-ups, including those from 

Cyberport, HKSTP and the HKTDC’s “Start-up Express” programme, which will showcase their innovative 

business ideas and entrepreneurship. The Hong Kong Private Equity and Venture Capital Association will join 

Cyberport and HKSTP to offer mentoring services on-site to attract more Japanese start-ups to Hong Kong. 

 

Explore Opportunities in Various Sectors 

“Think Global, Think Hong Kong” will feature around 70 speakers from Hong Kong and Japan in the main 

symposium and thematic sessions. Other thematic sessions will cover a range of topics including finance and 

investment, legal services and expanding to the Chinese mainland and ASEAN markets. More than 2,500 

business leaders and government officials from Japan and Hong Kong are expected to participate in the event, 

with more than 200 one-to-one meetings set up for Hong Kong and Japanese firms. The HKTDC will lead several 

business missions from Hong Kong to Japan, covering finance and investment, design and creative industries, 

technology, professional services and the food industry, with over 200 delegates expected. The event is supported 

by more than 130 organisations in Hong Kong and Japan and is the key business-related programme of Hong 

Kong Week in Japan. 

  

“Think Global, Think Hong Kong” 

Date: 1 Nov 2018 (Thursday) 

Time: 8:30am-4:15pm 

Location: Hotel New Otani Tokyo (www.newotani.co.jp/en/tokyo/access) 

Free admission (simultaneous interpretation provided) 

Website: www.thinkglobalthinkhk.com  

  

HKTDC English website: www.hktdc.com  

HKTDC Japanese website: www.hktdc.com/japan 
  

Hong Kong Week website: www.hongkongweek2018.com/  

For more information about Hong Kong, please visit: www.brandhk.gov.hk  

 

  

Media Enquiries  

Please contact the HKTDC's Communications and Public Affairs Department:  

(Hong Kong) Billy Ng Tel: (852) 2584 4393 Email: billy.km.ng@hktdc.org 

(Japan) Satoshi Yoneoka Tel: (81) 03-5210-5854 Email: satoshi.yoneoka@hktdc.org 

  

 

About the HKTDC 

Established in 1966, the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) is a statutory body dedicated to 

creating opportunities for Hong Kong’s businesses. With 50 offices globally, including 13 on the Chinese mainland, 

the HKTDC promotes Hong Kong as a platform for doing business with China, Asia and the world. With more than 

50 years of experience, the HKTDC organises international exhibitions, conferences and business missions to 

provide companies, particularly SMEs, with business opportunities on the mainland and in international markets, 

while providing business insights and information via trade publications, research reports and digital channels 

including the media room. For more information, please visit: www.hktdc.com/aboutus.  

Follow us on         Google+         Twitter   @hktdc          LinkedIn 
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